
St Andrew’s Cathedral Inverness 

Notices for Sunday 3 January 2016 

Second Sunday after Christmas  
 

Dear Friends  
 

For me, one of the highlights of Christmas is listening to the television 

broadcast by The Queen. The turkey has to wait until after her 

address at 3.00pm on Christmas Day!  This year (Christmas 2015 that 
is), Her Majesty contrasted the darkness of the world with the Light 

of Christ.  She said: ‘It is true that the world has had to confront 

moments of darkness this year, but the Gospel of John contains a 

verse of great hope, often read at Christmas carol services: "The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it".’  She went on to say: ‘There's an old saying that "it is 

better to light a candle than curse the darkness". There are millions of people lighting candles 

of hope in our world today. Christmas is a good time to be thankful for them, and for all that 

brings light to our lives.’ 

 

Today we hear in the same Gospel of John, ‘Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.’ We 

would do well in this New Year to pray every day the words of The Grace: ‘May the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all, now and evermore. Amen.’  This should help ensure that 2016 is a Year of Light and Grace.  

 
 

Monday 4 January 12:30 Eucharist 

 

Tuesday 5 January 

 

09:00 

17:00 

17:15 

Morning Prayer  

Evening Prayer 

Eucharist 

 

Wednesday 6 January 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

08:15 

08:30 

17:00 

19:30 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer (SPB) 

Solemn Eucharist 

 
Thursday 7 January 

 
 

08:15 

08:30 

10:15 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Holy Communion (RS) 

Evening Prayer 

 
Friday 8 January 
 

08.15 

11:15 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

Saturday 9 January 17:00 Eucharist 

 

Sunday 10 January 

First Sunday after Epiphany: 

The Baptism of the Lord  
  

08:15 

09:15 

11:00 

17:30 

Eucharist (1970 Rite) 

Eucharist with hymns 

Sung Eucharist 

Holy Communion 

(1929 Rite – SPB) 



 

Feast of the Epiphany: 

We celebrate the arrival of the magi (wise men) at Bethlehem on Wednesday 6 January.  The 8.30am Eucharist will 

be a quiet service, but the 7.30pm service will be a Solemn Eucharist. Although the choir will not be formally present, 

there will be congregational singing and incense (one of the three gifts presented by the magi) will be used.  

 

A big ‘Thank You’: 

Many thanks to all those who helped make our Christmas Festival so special: 

 The choir and Director of Music and Organist 

 The altar servers 

 The readers and those who led the intercessions 

 All those who visited the housebound and took them Holy Communion 

 The flower arrangers and decorators 

 The bell ringers 

 All those who helped with refreshments 

 All those who helped with the production of service booklets 

 All those who helped welcome our regular worshippers and our visitors 

 All those who prepared the altars and looked after the laundry 

 All those who helped ensure that our Cathedral was open on time (and locked up in the evening) 

 All those who helped ensure that our Cathedral was clean and everything was polished 

I am bound to have forgotten someone – but that is not intentional – so thank you to all – it is greatly appreciated.  

 

Recruitment of new volunteers: 

All of the groups mentioned above would welcome new members.  Obviously in the case of the choir a certain 

standard of singing ability is required, but many of the groups have no obvious entry requirement. In particular I have 

received a request for more stewards to help at the 9.15am and 11.00am services on Sundays. Win MacDonald looks 

after the rotas for stewards, so please have a word with either her or one of the clergy if you are able to help with 

this important, but not over-demanding ministry. 

 

Favourite recipes for all to enjoy: 

The new Cathedral recipe book has been a great success. The initial print run was 120 copies, and the last book was 

sold shortly before midnight on Christmas Eve. The books cost £1.50 each to produce, and as they were priced at £3 

this means that sales have so far contributed £180 to the roof fund.  It is proposed to run off a further 80 copies in 

time for Easter and the visitors to the Cathedral over the summer months.  Many thanks to all those who submitted 

recipes – I have heard nothing but praise!  

 

Lenten Lectures at the Highland Theological College: 

The next series of public lectures will run from Ash Wednesday (10 February) through to the Wednesday in Holy 

Week (Spy Wednesday – 23 March). They will be delivered on each of the seven Wednesdays of Lent between 

2.00pm and 3.00pm.  The theme of the lectures will be: Columba: Who was he?  What do we really know 

about him?  Details of the subject of each lecture will be given nearer the time.  

 

These public classes will be given by Rev Dr Bruce Ritchie. Bruce was brought up in the Scottish Borders. He gained 

a BSc in Mathematics, a BD in Christian Dogmatics, and later a PhD in theology with a thesis on 'The Missionary 

Theology of Robert Moffat'. Bruce went into the Parish Ministry of the Church of Scotland. For ten years he served in 

three rural parishes in south-west Scotland, before ministering for fourteen years in Crieff. He taught theology at 

Zomba Theological College in Malawi from 2001 to 2006, and then spent seven and a half years at Castle Street Church 

of Scotland in Dingwall. Now retired from parish ministry, Bruce teaches Scottish Church History and Understanding 

Worship at HTC. He is also Chairman of the Board of Governors. His current academic interests include writing 

about Scottish Church History up to the year 1093. Bruce is married to Grace and they have two daughters. When 

possible Bruce likes to spend time on the golf course, and both he and Grace go frequently for holidays to Harris. 

 

Happy Sunday 
 

Peter  
 

Rev Peter Simpson (Cathedral Chaplain)          

prs1@waitrose.com (Tel 01463 798075)  


