
St Andrew’s Cathedral Inverness 

Notices for Sunday 1 May 2016 
 

Sixth Sunday of Eastertide 
 

Dear Friends  
 

For our first reading this week and next, we hear from the sixteenth 

chapter of the Acts of the Apostles; verses 9-15 today, and then verses 

16-34 next Sunday.  In some ways it is a pity they are split up like this, as 

there is a danger that we miss an important point.  Today we hear about Lydia, who was a 

dealer in purple cloth. She was probably a wealthy lady, because purple cloth was valuable and 

expensive.  It was often worn as a sign of nobility or royalty (and of course is the colour 

associated with bishops in our own day)! Next week we will hear about two rather different 

types of people, a jailer and a slave girl.  These three characters taken together show that in 

the early Church the gospel was affecting all strata of society.  
 

Our reading today tells us that Lydia and the other women gathered to pray outside the city, 

beside the river.  The Jewish community in Philippi apparently lacked the requisite number of 

males to form a synagogue, and so the women had to gather by the river as the authorities 

did not allow unrecognised religious groups to gather within the city walls.  Paul never let 

gender, class, or cultural barriers keep him from preaching the gospel. We can all learn from 

him, ‘We have a gospel to proclaim, good news for all throughout the earth.’  

 

Monday 2 May 

PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES  

 

12:30 
 

Eucharist 

 

Tuesday 3 May 
 
 

09:00 

17:00 

17:15 

Morning Prayer  

Evening Prayer 

Eucharist  

 

Wednesday 4 May 
 

08:15 

08:30 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer (SPB) 
 

 

Thursday 5 May 

ASCENSION DAY 

 
 

08:15 

08:30 

10:15 

17:00 

19:30 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Holy Communion (RS) 

Evening Prayer 

Sung Eucharist 

 

Friday 6 May 

 

08.15 

11:15 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

Saturday 7 May 17:00 Eucharist 

 

Sunday 8 May 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

08:15 

09:15 

11:00 

17:30 

Eucharist (1970 Rite) 

Eucharist with hymns 

Sung Eucharist 

Holy Communion (1929) 



Keats or Kipling, Auden or Ayres? (any other poets would be most welcome of course): 

Do you have a favourite poem or poems? The Social Committee are organising a Poetry Afternoon on Sunday 15 

May at 3.00pm in the Old Boys School (with refreshments). Donations to the Cathedral Roof Fund. If you would 

like to join in this event, please speak to Eileen Sanderson or ring her on 01463 831462 for more details.   

 

The Invisible Church – Learning from the experiences of Churchless Christians: 

Are you concerned about the health of the Church…discouraged by the decline of many congregations…a Christian, 

but not a church goer?  If your answer is ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then a new book by Steve Aisthorpe entitled 

‘The Invisible Church’ may well be of interest. The ISBN number is 978 0 86153 916 1 and to book is available at a 

special offer price of £11.99 including p&p until 21 May 2016.  Order from Saint Andrew Press 

https://standrewpress.hymnsam.co.uk or phone 01603 785925 and Quote GAIC16.  The book will be officially 

launched at the Highland Theological College on Wednesday 1 June at 2.00pm.  Details of the launch will follow 

later.  In the words of David Walker, Bishop of Manchester 'When a serious researcher like Steve Aisthorpe writes 

about Churchless Christians instead of just writing them off, missional leaders need to be giving him their full attention.' 

 

The long lost cross: 

We intend to replace the long lost cross on the gable end of the Nave roof, looking out over the city. Bishop Mark 

has suggested that members of the congregation may wish to donate to this work in memory of loved ones, or simply 

as a gift. Please send donations to the Cathedral Treasurer or hand it in at the Cathedral in an envelope with your 

name, the names of those to be remembered, and please indicate if the donation can be Gift Aided. 

 

JAM Retreat – Bishop’s House, Iona (Monday 9 – Wednesday 11 October 2017): 

You might be wondering, “What is a JAM retreat?”  It is nothing to do with making jam but is a retreat for the 

congregations of St John's, St Andrew's and St Michael's; happening next year on Iona.  Bishops House accommodates 

23 people in 8 twin and 7 single rooms. Retreat leaders will be Bishop Mark and Rev John Cuthbert.  If you are 

interested, please let Mairi Cuthbert know.  

 

The cost for full board at Bishop's House for three nights will be £180 (this does not include travel, which should be 

organised individually, though there may be ways of sharing transport).   The initial deposit of £60 would be due by 

the end of May 2016, then £60 by the end of December 2016, and the last £60 by the end of June 2017.  Cheques 

should be made payable to Mairi Cuthbert and sent to St Michael's Rectory, 28 Abban Street, Inverness IV3 8HH.  If 

you have any questions her telephone number is 01463 223218 and her e-mail is mairicuthbert@gmail.com 

 

Booking of Old Boys School: 

I have received a polite reminder from Jean Davis that all bookings for special events in the Old Boys School, Kenneth 

Street Halls, or the Cathedral should be made with her at cathedralstewardinverness@gmail.com or by telephone on 

01463 225553. I assume that everything I am asked to publicise in this newsletter has received the ‘green light’.    

 

Vestry Meeting Report of 16 February: 

It was agreed at the April Vestry meeting that a summary report of the previous February meeting would be posted 

on the notice board since the minutes had been ratified. This pattern will be adopted in the future. The report of the 

meeting of 16 February is now on the notice board. 

 

Christian Aid Representative: 

The Cathedral needs someone to fill this important role liaising with the regional organiser. Please let Bishop Mark 

know if you are interested. 

 

Readings Next Sunday:  

 Acts 16.16-34 

 Revelation 22.12-14,16-17,20-21 

 John 17.20-26   

 

Happy Easter 
 

Peter 
 

Rev Peter Simpson (Cathedral Chaplain)          

prs1@waitrose.com (Tel 01463 798075)     
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