
St Andrew’s Cathedral Inverness 

Notices for Sunday 15 May 2016 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
 

Dear Friends  
 

Nicky Gumbel, the Vicar of Holy Trinity Brompton (the home of the Alpha 

Course), tells a lovely story which is just perfect for Pentecost! Here goes: 
 

A water-bearer in India had two large pots, both hung on the ends of a pole, which he carried across his neck. One of the 

pots had a crack in it while the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water. At the end of the long 

walk from the stream to the house, the cracked pot always arrived half full. 
 

The poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of 

what it had been made to do. After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water-bearer one 

day by the stream: 
 

‘I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apologise to you. I have been able to deliver only half my load because this crack 

in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house. Because of my flaws, you have to do all of this work, 

and you don’t get full value from your efforts.’ 
 

The bearer said to the pot, ‘Did you notice that there were flowers only on your side of the path, but not on the other 

pot’s side? That’s because I have always known about your flaw, and I planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and 

every day while we walk back, you’ve watered them. For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to 

decorate the table. Without you being just the way you are, there would not be this beauty to grace the house.’ 
 

Thankfully, God uses cracked pots! We do not need to be perfect for God to use us. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 

your love.  Alleluia!  
 

Monday 16 May (Week 7 – Year 2) 12:30 Eucharist 

 

Tuesday 17 May 

09:00 

17:00 

17:15 

Morning Prayer  

Evening Prayer 

Eucharist  

 

Wednesday 18 May 

 

08:15 

08:30 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer (SPB) 

 
Thursday 19 May 

 

08:15 

08:30 

10:15 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Holy Communion (RS) 

Evening Prayer 

 

Friday 20 May 

 

08.15 

11:15 

17:00 

Morning Prayer 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

Saturday 21 May 

Helena, c 330 

 

17:00 
 

Eucharist 

 

Sunday 22 May 

Trinity Sunday 

 

08:15 

09:15 

11:00 

17:30 

Eucharist (1970 Rite) 

Eucharist with hymns 

Sung Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 



Keats or Kipling, Auden or Ayres? (any other poets would be most welcome of course): 

Do you have a favourite poem or poems? The Social Committee are organising a Poetry Afternoon today at 3.00pm 

in the Old Boys School (with refreshments). Donations to the Cathedral Roof Fund. All welcome!    
 

The Invisible Church – Learning from the experiences of Churchless Christians: 

Are you concerned about the health of the Church…discouraged by the decline of many congregations…a Christian, 

but not a church goer?  If your answer is ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then a new book by Steve Aisthorpe entitled 

‘The Invisible Church’ may well be of interest. The ISBN number is 978 0 86153 916 1 and to book is available at a 

special offer price of £11.99 including p&p until Saturday 21 May 2016.  Order from Saint Andrew Press 

https://standrewpress.hymnsam.co.uk or phone 01603 785925 and Quote GAIC16.  The book will be officially 

launched at the Highland Theological College on Wednesday 1 June at 2.00pm.  Details of the launch will follow 

later.  In the words of David Walker, Bishop of Manchester 'When a serious researcher like Steve Aisthorpe writes 

about Churchless Christians instead of just writing them off, missional leaders need to be giving him their full attention.' 
 

Blythswood’s BIG Birthday, Saturday 25 June, Leisure Centre, Inverness:       

Come and have fun and help us raise funds for our 50th Anniversary.  Join in our Fun Fitness Session which has 

something to suit all levels of fitness for age 12 and over, or take part in a race to suit most. We have a 3K for Buggy 

and Wheelchairs, 3K Family Run for children age 10 years & under, 3K Golden Run for 50 years plus, or 5K Open 

Run. To register please go to www.blythswood.org and for more information email: events@blythswood.org or phone 

01349 830777. 
 

The long lost cross: 

We intend to replace the long lost cross on the gable end of the Nave roof, looking out over the city. Bishop Mark 

has suggested that members of the congregation may wish to donate to this work in memory of loved ones, or simply 

as a gift. Please send donations to the Cathedral Treasurer or hand it in at the Cathedral in an envelope with your 

name, the names of those to be remembered, and please indicate if the donation can be Gift Aided. 
 

JAM Retreat – Bishop’s House, Iona (Monday 9 – Wednesday 11 October 2017): 

You might be wondering, “What is a JAM retreat?”  It is nothing to do with making jam but is a retreat for the 

congregations of St John's, St Andrew's and St Michael's; happening next year on Iona.  Bishops House accommodates 

23 people in 8 twin and 7 single rooms. Retreat leaders will be Bishop Mark and Rev John Cuthbert.  If you are 

interested, please let Mairi Cuthbert know.  
 

The cost for full board at Bishop's House for three nights will be £180 (this does not include travel, which should be 

organised individually, though there may be ways of sharing transport).   The initial deposit of £60 would be due by 

the end of May 2016, then £60 by the end of December 2016, and the last £60 by the end of June 2017.  Cheques 

should be made payable to Mairi Cuthbert and sent to St Michael's Rectory, 28 Abban Street, Inverness IV3 8HH.  If 

you have any questions her telephone number is 01463 223218 and her e-mail is mairicuthbert@gmail.com 
 

Vestry Meeting Report of 16 February: 

It was agreed at the April Vestry meeting that a summary report of the previous February meeting would be posted 

on the notice board since the minutes had been ratified. This pattern will be adopted in the future. The report of the 

meeting of 16 February is now on the notice board. 
 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning: I have received the following report from Brenda Green concerning the event held on 23 April: 

It was a very happy occasion but we would have been pleased to have had more help and customers. We did however 

make £369.90 for Christian Aid. This will be paid to Christian Aid during Christian Aid Week.     
 

Christian Aid Representative: 

The Cathedral needs someone to fill this important role liaising with the regional organiser. Please let Bishop Mark 

know if you are interested. 
 

Readings Next Sunday:  

 Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31 

 Romans 5.1-5 

 John 16.12-15  
 

Happy Pentecost 
 

Peter 
 

Rev Peter Simpson (Cathedral Chaplain)          

prs1@waitrose.com (Tel 01463 798075)     

https://standrewpress.hymnsam.co.uk/
www.blythswood.org%20

